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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
GROUPS PROMOTE ALCOHOL AWARENESS 
CHARLESTON, IL.--Three Eastern Illinois University organiza-
tions have joined forces to encourage students to take a more 
responsible approach to drinking. 
The student organizations, in cooperation with nine local 
bars and a Charleston bus company, are providing a Friday and 
Saturday night shuttle bus service that transports students to 
and from the bars. 
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ADD 1/1/1/1 ALCOHOL AWARENESS 
The three groups are Eastern's nationally recognized BACCHUS 
Chapter (Boost Alcohol Consciousness Concerning the Health of 
University Students), Interfraternity Council (IFC), and Student 
Government Association. 
"The idea is to prevent students from drinking and driving," 
said Brett Gerber of Kankakee, who initiated the shuttle service 
program. He is also Eastern's student representative to the 
Illinois Board of Governors of State Colleges and Universities 
and public relations chair for the IFC. 
Since the service was introduced four weeks ago, more than 
1,200 students have ridden the "Gus" bus, as students call it, 
according to Gerber. 
This joint effort has been applauded by city officials and 
students alike. Charleston Mayor Wayne Lanman said, "The shuttle 
service is right in keeping with the growing importance of 
providing a safe social environment not only on the Eastern 
campus but in the Charleston community." 
Gerber said, "The students' response to the service has been 
tremendous. The number of students riding the bus has continued 
to increase every weekend it runs because more and more students 
are hearing about it. 
"I believe that more than ever, Eastern students are taking 
responsible steps to reduce the chances of alcohol-related 
incidents." 
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He added, "IFC members don't see the shuttle service as a 
way to get students to the bars, but rather as a means to get 
them home safely." 
Eileen Sullivan, assistant director of student activi-
ties/greek affairs at Eastern, also praised the groups' recent 
effort to promote responsible alcohol use. 
"If students will continue to provide a safe environment 
(for fellow students) by offering such precautionary measures as 
the shuttle service, we will be guaranteed that the social growth 
experience at Eastern will take place in a more controlled, more 
comfortable environment." 
Eastern's innovative drug and alcohol prevention programs 
have repeatedly won national awards. BACCHUS International 
recently awarded Eastern the "Outstanding BACCHUS Chapter of the 
Year" award among similar sized schools nationwide, while its 
adviser, Sandy Gallion of Charleston, won an "outstanding BACCHUS 
Adviser" award. 
The GAMMA Chapter at Eastern (Greeks Advocating Mature 
Management of Alcohol) has also won a national award for its 
outstanding programm.ing. 
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